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STRATHBLANE PRIMARY SCHOOL

AND NURSERY CLASS

AUGUST 2010
NEWSLETTER 
Welcome

Welcome back to all those pupils returning to Strathblane Primary School after the Summer Break. Also, a very warm welcome to our new pupils in Primary 1 and to those new pupils who have moved into the area during the Summer Holidays, and have now joined the school community of Strathblane Primary.
Thank you
A huge thanks to everyone who very kindly sent in gifts at the end of term. Your kindness was very much appreciated. I’d like to personally thank the Parent Council for their very thoughtful gift and their continued support to enhance the educational experience of pupils at Strathblane Primary School and Nursery Class.

Meet the Teacher Evening
 Thursday 2nd September 7 – 8 p.m.

All parents are invited to come into school on Thursday 2nd September to meet their child/ children’s class teacher.  
· Teachers will meet with parents in their classrooms where they will have information about the class. 
· Refreshments will be served in the gym hall where there will be information about the Parent Council, Active Stirling and Curriculum for Excellence. 

· Mrs Arrol, who is in lots of classes covering teachers’ reduced class contact time ( R.C.C.T.), will meet with parents in the gym hall  

· Mrs Stewart, who is the additional support for learning teacher, will meet with parents in the gym hall

· The staff in the Nursery class will meet with parents in the Nursery room

Class teachers for 2010/2011 
Primary 1 – Mrs Mylles

Primary 2 – Mrs Grant

Primary 3 – Mrs Bairner/ Miss Spencer

Primary 4 – Mrs Paterson/ Miss Spencer

Primary 5 – Mrs McGregor

Primary 6 – Mrs Brown

Primary 7 – Mrs Marshall

Other teaching staff
Mrs Arroll will cover R.C.C.T. in Primary 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 

Miss Spencer will cover R.C.C.T. in Primary 4

Ms Logan will cover R.C.C.T. in Primary 7

Pupils will also benefit from working with specialist teachers. 

· P.E. specialist is Ms McKie

· Art specialist is Mrs Hamilton
· Music specialist is Mrs Moore

Personal Belongings

A large number of items were left in school at the end of last term. We will set out these items on tables in the front playground if weather permits. All items that have not been claimed by Friday 27th August will be thrown away.

Can I take this opportunity to ask parents to ensure that children’s clothing and personal belongings such as lunch boxes etc. are labelled with your child’s name?
Children should not bring in mobile phones and hand held computer games.

School Lunches
School lunches need to be paid either on Monday or Friday of each school week. The cost of a school lunch:

1 day     £1.80  

2days    £3.60

3days    £5.40
4days    £7.20

5days    £9.00

Your child will need to bring the exact amount in cash or parents can pay by cheque. Cheques need to be made payable to “Stirling Council”. If there’s a possibility that your child will forget what they have ordered for lunch, please feel free to make a note of this and place the note of the order in with the payment. 

To avoid congestion in the school office at the beginning of the school day parents are asked to give the lunch money to their child to hand in when they are in class. 

Active Schools Out of School Event
King's Park, Stirling
Sunday 29 August
12 - 3 pm

Local families are invited to a fun filled day of sport and activity at the Active Schools Team's Out of School event on 29 August. 

The popular event returns to encourage young people and their families to ‘Get Active’ and try new activities and sports. It also gives parents the chance to see the work that takes place within schools and the partners that work with Active Schools to make it all possible.

The day kicks off at 12pm with “One Big Cheer” performed by children who have taken part in Active Stirling’s classes throughout the summer holidays.

Activities to try on the day include; climbing, golf, hockey, basketball, cycling, aerobics, treasure hunt and gardening. Free health checks will be available for adults, along with healthy eating information and for the under fives there will be a large soft play area.

For further information please contact Kat Stark, Active Schools Coordinator on starkk@activestirling.org.uk or 432323.
Dates for your diary

We have another busy time planned at school this term.

On Thursday 2nd September – parents and carers are invited to come to school and meet the teacher.

On Friday 3rd September -  M and M productions will perform the Wizard of Oz at 2p.m. in the school hall.

On Tuesday 7th September – Tempest school photographers will be in school to take photographs of individuals and family groups.

On Friday 10th September – every pupil will participate in a safety with electricity workshop run by Powerwise.

On Friday 24th  September – the school will host coffee morning to raise funds for the charity MacMillan Cancer Relief.

Attached to this newsletter is an updated list of the school holidays. Please note that there are two additional Staff Development Days one on Wednesday 10th November 2010 and the other is on Wednesday 16th February 2011.
Headlice
Bug Busting/ Headlice
As we are all no doubt aware, head lice continue to be a recurrent problem in schools. While it is distressing for both children and parents, it is not harmful and is nothing to be ashamed of. It can however be time-consuming to treat and can be passed on to other family members, including adults, by direct head-to-head contact. It is therefore essential that all parents /carers are aware of the correct way to check their child’s hair and carry out the appropriate treatment if necessary. 
School Improvement Planning
In 2010/2011 Strathblane Primary School and Nursery Class has 3 Key Areas for Improvement:

· Curriculum for Excellence 

· Developing the School Environment

· Ethos and Behaviour Management 

This term we will be developing a school approach to behaviour management. This includes all classes working on a curricular unit about Bullying. We’d also like to improve our resources for Goldentime and hoped that we could call on the service of parents to support this. 

If you have any board games or table top games that would be suitable for wet breaks or Goldentime then we’d gladly accept any donations to the school.

Parents will get the opportunity to receive reports on their child/children’s progress three times in the school year.  

Parent Interviews 

on 2nd or 4th November 2010 6:30- 8:30p.m.

and

on 1st or 3rd February 2011 3:30- 5:30p.m.

Parents will be allocated an appointment time. This will be an opportunity to meet with the class teacher to discuss pupil progress and next steps for learning.

Written Reports will be issued at the end of May/beginning June 2011

Parents will also be invited into classes to see work completed during the Rich Task in Term 3. The Sharing the Learning Evening is planned for 24th March 2011.  

Contexts for Learning
In the Nursery Class this term the context for Learning is “Who are We? And Where Are We?” The children at Nursery will be finding out all about our local environment. The Primary Classes will share their contexts for learning at the Meet the Teacher Evening.
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